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Kimbolton, Hamnish, Leysters, Middleton-on-the-Hill,  Bockleton

Bi-monthly magazine free to residents,  dependent on donations
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Bill  and Nicky Smith at Park Farm
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Our front cover picture shows Bill and Nicky Smith at Park Farm

WELCOME 

WHY I LOVE BEING A FARMER

WELCOME to our Autumn edition. The weather has changed, the nights are 
drawing in and the moon is full.  Harvest time is here, and we begin with local 
producers Bill and Nicky Smith.

For some, harvest time means a celebration and weeks of squirrelling away 
summer’s bounty for winter, for others it means those infernal tractors and 
lorries slowing us down as we drive to the supermarket. Feeding Britain is an 
ever-growing challenge, and local farmers have needed to find different ways 
to accommodate modern eaters whilst developing sustainable businesses. Bill 
Smith was born in Middleton-on-the-Hill and went to Kimbolton school. He 
followed his father into farming straight from college and he says ”I love it.”

Farmers aren’t always so cheery.

“Food is much cheaper pro rata than it was in the ‘70s,” he told us,“ so to make a 
living has been harder and harder.”

Bill and his wife Nicky have a mixed farm, growing cereals, potatoes and rearing 
beef cattle, and their potatoes sell predominantly to McCain and McDonalds.

“Our soil is ideal for the sort of potatoes that store well and suit these companies’ 
products. Frozen chips and fries are here to stay and they are, you may be 
surprised to know, made entirely from high quality Herefordian potatoes.” 

Whilst Park Farm is part of Berrington Estate the family also has land and storage 
in Kimbolton, where Jack their eldest son has helped expand the business.

“McCain is a privately owned Canadian company.  Both they and McDonalds are 
very supportive of British farmers and we have been able to secure a long term 
deal which gives us some certainty and protects the jobs of those we employ 
directly and those we use for services and supplies.”

“Not only do we love farming, but we love the fact that we are a circular farm. We 
have corn, wheat, barley oil seed rape and a suckler herd so we can utilise and 
recycle by-products from one part of the farm to another.”

“In this country we eat 1000 tonnes of potatoes every hour, and growing our own 
has to make sense.”
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“I THINK IT WAS THE WARMTH AND KINDNESS 
OF PEOPLE IN THIS AREA, AS WELL AS THE 
OPPORTUNITIES OF THE POST, THAT EXCITED ME”.

One of the joys of Roundabout is being able to find out more about the people 
who live near us

This month, we also visited Mark Long, the new Team Vicar for the Eastern 
Parishes, all twelve of them!

Mark and his wife Dawn moved into the New Vicarage in Kimbolton recently, from 
Cape Town in South Africa.

“ Although I was born in South Africa, I have a British father and close links with 
family members in this country” Mark told us.

“I was fairly rooted in South Africa until about 2019 when things shifted.  Most of 
my SA family had moved over here and Dawn’s father died, leaving her with just 
one sister, in Canada. Our children are grown up and living a fair distance from 
our Cape Town home.”  

“After nine years in my last post I wanted to return to rural ministry, and in 
February we visited the UK to look at a range of career options.”

“ I think it was the warmth and kindness of people in this area, as well as the 
opportunities of the post, that excited me”, he added.

“It will be a welcome change, and challenge.”
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“Dawn will be making changes, too, as she is presently undertaking a B.A. 
in Psychology and Counselling, although her background is in financial 
management and bookkeeping.”

“With twelve churches, (a north and a south group) the task will be to build 
relationships within the groups without losing their individual identities.” I am 
hopeful for the future of the Church and excited to be part of all God is doing 
in the Eastern Parishes.”
TeamVicarEast@LeominsterTeam.org.uk
07754588478 (Mobile & WhatsApp)

Our picture shows Mark and Dawn at home in Kimbolton

The Eastern Parishes:

St Michael, Bockleton, St Bartholomew, Docklow, St John of Jerusalem, Ford,
St Leonard, Hatfield,St Mary the Virgin,Humber, St James the Great, Kimbolton, 
St Andrew, Leysters, St Dubricius and All Saints, Hamnish
St Mary the Virgin, Hope-under-Dinmore, St Peter, Pudleston
St Mary the Virgin, Middleton-on-the-Hill, St Luke, Stoke Prior

KIMBOLTON WI
The WI continues to thrive in its new home at Holly Brook, and recently 
members enjoyed a stimulating, if rather sobering talk on the work of 
the charity Women’s Aid in West Mercia.

The October meeting will be a talk on Leominster First Responders and 
in November Jenny Pipes Morris Group will be sure to delight.

Meetings are on the second Thursday of the month, and guests are 
welcome.

More information from Rachel Palmer on kimboltonwi@gmail.com

BOCKLETON 100 CLUB - PRIZE DRAW WINNERS 

August Prize Draw. The winners were 9 Bruce Davonport, and 11 Mark and James 
Brierley.

September Prize Draw. The winners were 44 Peter Audsley, and 49 Rosemary 
Adams.
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HAMNISH GARDENING CLUB

October
Members’ Dinner -Tuesday 4th at 7pm
Earlier this year our members voted to move the annual dinner from the New 
Year (when the weather can be quite treacherous) to October. This is always a 
very enjoyable social evening with good food and a quiz. It will, once again, be 
held at The Riverside Inn at Aymestrey and includes either a two or three course 
meal (your choice). The menu will be available at the September meeting for you 
to select your dishes - and must be pre-booked. For more information please 
contact Wendy Pridie (01568 611398).

Tuesday 18th at 7.30pm, Hamnish Village Hall
Our next speaker will be Archie Miles who will present an illustrated talk on 
Heritage Trees of Herefordshire. Archie Miles has built a reputation in the tree 
world, frequently writing, photographing and lecturing for both the Tree Council 
and the Woodland Trust. He also has his own picture archive with over 100,000 
images of trees and tree-related subjects. There will be a range of his books and 
stunning cards on sale.
Competition: A selection of large leaves from trees

November
Tuesday 15th at 7.30pm, Hamnish Village Hall
A demonstration on Growing and Using Herbs in Skincare Products and Herbal 
Medicines by Paul Richards. Paul has been growing herbs organically for over 
40 years. As a botanist he recognised the benefits of organic farming: stronger, 
healthier plants, sustainable soil management and wider ecological diversity. He 
was one of the first members of the Soil Association. Paul founded Herbfarmacy 
about 15 years ago on a 5-acre farm in Eardisley, which now supplies (worldwide) 
a small range of balms, creams and oils for effective skincare using only ethical 
ingredients. 
Competition: A posy of fresh green herbs
 
NB. Please be aware that future meetings will be held at Hamnish Village Hall 
(unless stated otherwise). For further information about Hamnish Gardening 
Club please contact either Wendy Pridie (01568 611398) or Rowena Gale 
(01568 615855).

PLANT SALE 2023 – IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO START
KIMBOLTON PCC has decided to hold another plant sale next May, so if 
you are a gardener and might be dividing plants this autumn, do please 
save some for us. The sale will be held in the Church as usual along with 
coffee and cakes and a cake stall. The date will be announced in the next 
magazine.

Liz Davies
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ST MARY’S CELEBRATES THE HARVEST

ST. MARY’S HARVEST AUCTION  
AT THE DUKE OF YORK

We are hoping that this year more of the community comes along to the ‘Beer 
and Bread’ service, which helps us to celebrate the beginning and end of country 
life in the rural community.

In the days past, the church would probably have been the only large stone 
building where bread could be baked or beer brewed. All the workers around and 
in the villages would be happy and relieved when the harvest was safely brought 
in, and they would celebrate with dancing and feasting before the start of the 
advent period.

I don’t think we’ll be doing much dancing but our celebration in the form of an 
afternoon tea and homemade beer will mark the end of this difficult year
and make us aware that community support and togetherness is an essential 
element to our lives here in the countryside.
St Mary the Virgin Church, Middleton-on-the-Hill, Sunday 2nd October 
@3.00pm.

We will be auctioning off the harvest produce that is donated, having our usual 
amazing raffle and a drink or two at the Duke of York.  This year we have a new 
auctioneer, and also the new vicar, the Rev. Mark Long will be attending, so come 
along and get to know him. Home-grown produce, home-made goods and other 
items that you wish to donate will be gratefully received in aid of the church.
We love to see parishoners and visitors at this annual event. 
The Duke of York pub, Leysters, Thursday, 6th October @ 7.00p.m.

For more information please telephone Gerlinde 750 674

QUIZ & SUPPER
(Sausages & Mash with Vegetarian Option)

 
Leysters & Middleton-on-the-Hill Parish Hall

Friday, 11th November at 7pm

Tickets £10 each - Bring Your Own Wine or Beer

To book your place or for more information contact
Edward Chandler on 750433 / Amanda Griffiths on 750208
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KIMBOLTON GROUP CHURCH SERVICES 
OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 2022

October 2nd	 Harvest Festival 3pm		  St Mary,
		  followed by “Beer & Bread”		  Middleton-on-the-Hill
October 9th	 17th Sunday after Trinity
		  Songs of Praise 10am		  St Andrew, Leysters
October 16th	 18th Sunday after Trinity
		  Holy Communion 10am		  St Michael, Bockleton
October 23rd 	 Last Sunday after Trinity
		  Holy Communion 10am		  St James, Kimbolton
October 30th 	 All Saints / All Souls
		  Holy Communion 10am		  St Dubricius, Hamnish

November 6th	 3rd Sunday before Advent 		  St Mary,
		  Holy Communion 10am		  Middleton-on-the-Hill
November 13th 	 Remembrance Day Service
		  Holy Communion 10.50am		  St Andrew, Leysters
November 20th 	 Christ the King Sunday
		  Holy Communion 10am		  St Michael, Bockleton
November 27th 	 Advent Sunday
		  Holy Communion 10am		  St James, Kimbolton

Holy Communion	 Every Tuesday at 9.30am		  Home Farm, Hennor
Morning Prayer	 Every Thursday at 8.30am		  St James, Kimbolton

FAVOURITE HYMNS SERVICE AT  
THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW, LEYSTERS, 

9TH OCTOBER 2022 AT 10.00 A.M. 
This will be a simple service, consisting mainly of favourite hymns. Those 
in our community who don’t usually go to church might enjoy singing great 
hymns, accompanied by the church organ. Children welcome, too. You 
could suggest a favourite hymn to include?

Heather Shield, Churchwarden

DABBLERS ART GROUP 

Come along and have a go at our fun and creative art sessions.
Just turn up at Leysters and Middleton-on-the-Hill Village Hall
7 – 8.30 pm. Materials and ideas supplied, or bring your own.

13th October – Halloween Sunsets and Silhouettes
10th November – Fun with Abstract Art
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PARISH DIRECTORY

All telephone numbers are 01568 unless shown otherwise.

Parish Councils
Bockleton	 Chair: Andrew Yarnold                    	 01885 410519
		  Chairman of Bockleton/Stoke Bliss Parish Council
 		  Clerk: Carole Hirst	                    	 07903 377066 
Kimbolton	 Chair: Ed Rollings                           	 750476
		  Clerk: Annabel Beaumont    		  kimboltonclerk@gmail.com 
Leysters & Middleton on the Hill 
		  Chair: Jane Conolly 		  750527
		  Clerk: Clare Halls			   750257

Local Councillor (Upton Ward): John Stone  	  	 01584 711227                                                                                                                        

Vicar and Churchwardens
Reverend Mark Long	 Email: teamvicareast@leominsterteam.org.uk
Bockleton	 Vacant        		
Hamnish		 Des Hall				    760665
Kimbolton 	 Joyce Marston			   615988
Leysters 		 Heather Shield 			   750040 
Middleton            	 Robin Moseley		               	 750226
		  Gerlinde Atkins-Child		  750674	

Village/Parish Hall Bookings
Bockleton	 Carol Wall 			   750463
		  Email: bockletonparishhall@gmail.com
Hamnish 	 David Cornwallis			   760243
Kimbolton 	 Denise Burston			   611596
Leysters 		 Linda Jones			   750255
		  Email: lindmarg18@googlemail.com	

Schools	
St James C of E Primary School Kimbolton	  	 612691
Nursery School					     614743 			 
Kimbolton Playgroup: Elizabeth Oxenham             		 07772 045246 

Clubs & Societies
Bockleton WI:			   Rosemary Adams	 01584 811066 
Kimbolton WI:	                    	 Rachel Palmer 	 Email.kimboltonwi@gmail.com
Hamnish Gardening Club:      		 Rowena Gale	 615855				  
				    Wendy Pridie	 611398
Kimbolton Air Rifle Club:     		  Des Hall		  760665
Kimbolton Badminton Club:		  Liz Davies	 615367			    
Leysters Reading Group: 		  Linda Jones        	 750255
Woolpack Knitters and Dabblers	 Heather Shield	 750040

Website information: www.easternparishes.org		
For all Leysters & Middleton village news: www.middletonandleystersgroupparishcouncil.gov.uk
For all Kimbolton and Hamnish village news: www.kimboltonhamnish.co.uk
 
Roundabout magazine news: edteamkimbolton@gmail.com
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SUPPORTING ST ANDREW’S LEYSTERS

Every year about 25 churches of the Church of England close for good. 
Some are sold and converted into private houses. There is currently no prospect that 
St Andrew’s, Leysters will join that number but it cannot exist without the support of 
those who live in the parish. The churchyard serves as a cemetery for the local area 
and many reading this will have relatives buried there.

St Andrew’s Church is run by a Parochial Church Council (PCC), on which some 
members have served for 30 years or more. We need more to join to help with the 
administration even if they are only occasional churchgoers. Others could help by 
joining the cleaning, flower arranging or mowing rosters, or come to the periodic 
church and churchyard clear-up days – 16 came to the last one but more are always 
welcome. 

If you can help in any way please contact the PCC Secretary, Mrs Amanda Griffiths, 
on 01568 750208. Finally, the Church always needs funds to pay for maintenance 
and repairs: ideas or help with fundraising will always be appreciated, or if you can 
help on a regular or one-off basis, please donate using the QR codes below. 

Guy Griffiths

To make a one-off donation to 
St. Andrew’s, Leysters

To make a regular donation to 
St. Andrew’s, Leysters
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THE PARISHES’ CRICKET SUCCESS  
FOR LOCAL CHARITY
The return of the inter-parishes’ cricket 
extravaganza, held at Luctonians cricket 
ground on the 19th of August upheld 
all that is great in English cricket, and 
included a huge amount of laughter and 
incredible amounts of enthusiasm from 
players and spectators alike. 

Hamnish won the toss and elected to put 
Kimbolton in to bat.  Big rookie mistake! 
It would be invidious to name names but 
suffice to say more than one Kimbolton 
batsman was asked to leave the field, for 
being too good! 

The 18 overs finished with what, to 
lesser men, may have seemed like an 
unassailable 125 for Kimbolton. 

After a quintessentially English cricket 
tea interval, provided by non-playing 
spouses, Hamnish took to the field, 
refuelled and fired up to show Kimbolton 
how cricket should be played.

Alas, despite heroic endeavour, the target proved too great and Hamnish had 
to leave the field at the end of their allotted overs with 65 runs on the board.  
A fine result for Kimbolton and the honours are now even with one win each in 
the series. 

After some very generous donations, a total of £1000 was raised for two 
worthwhile causes, Hereford Breast Cancer Support Group, and Roundabout 
magazine.

A huge thank you to everyone who helped.

Next year’s match will see a return to the Hamnish Oval. Watch this space...

Gordon Keane
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THE WOOLPACK 
KNITTERS OF  
LEYSTERS 
The Woolpack had a stall at 
this year’s Tenbury Agricultural 
Show. Sales of knitted goods 
raised £200 for the Midlands Air 
Ambulance Charity.

LEYSTERS CRAFTER PICKED FOR  
GRETA THUMBERG LAUNCH 
On October 27, The Climate Book, by 
Greta Thumberg, will be published by 
Penguin books.  The cover will feature an 
eyecatching graph charting in coloured 
stripes the acceleration of climate change.

Leyster’s Jenni Stuart-Anderson who 
has featured in this magazine, was 
commissioned to produce a bespoke rag 
rug designed to imitate the graph, in the 
promotion of the book. 

“The ancient art of ragging, chimes with 
Greta’s ideas on Climate Change and 
recycling”.  Jenni told us. “  I was thrilled 
and excited to be asked although, it has 
been a very difficult project translating the 
graph into a rug design.  It’s taken a great 
deal of time and work, all in top secret “. 
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AND FINALLY…..

HAVE YOU BEEN INVITED TO JOIN THE ‘NEXT DOOR’ ONLINE FREE APP IN YOUR 
AREA? 

We have been contacted by several local people who have received letters in 
the post, inviting them to follow a link to join ‘Next Door’ which, the letter says, is 
an online group offering local information, especially about security. Whilst this 
is technically not a scam, nor illegal, it is worrying.

‘Next Door’ is run by a US based social media group, aiming to harvest data and 
make money. Once you subscribe it is very difficult to unsubscribe and it will 
give an international audience your details.

If you have received such a letter, you may have been recommended, by a 
neighbour or other local person.  So spread the word.  Don’t respond and keep 
your details to yourself.

And if you do have information about local issues then please share them the 
safe way, by sending them to Roundabout. edteamkimbolton@gmail.com

TURKEY ORDER BOOK OPENS FOR CHRISTMAS 
A note from Howard and Pam in Middleton-on-the-Hill

“Our trusted turkey supplier the Gibbons Family at BrynBlodau Farm in Mid 
Wales already has our birds running around the fields! Chickens and ducks will 
come from Sheila Wynne Jones in Wigmore who is also reporting good healthy 
birds on the farm! Our Order Book will be open from Wednesday 26th October. 
It’s best to order.”

You can find Howard and Pam Moseley in Drapers Lane, Leominster or 
01568 613981       07899755757 (Pam)	 howardmoseleybutcher@gmail.com

KIMBOLTON, ST. JAMES’ CE PRIMARY SCHOOL GEARING UP FOR 2023

“WOW! What a busy start to the school year! We welcome our new Reception 
children and their families to the Kimbolton family and I am very pleased to say 
that they have had a wonderful start to the year. We are welcoming visits from 
families interested in the school for September 2023 intake. Please contact the 
school directly on 01568 612691 if you would like a personal tour of the school. 
Or checkout our facebook page.”
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CALENDAR

October
4th 	 Gardening Club Members’ dinner 7pm Riverside Inn Aymestry
6th 	 Leysters’ Harvest Auction  Duke of York 7pm
7th 	 Much Ado about Jazz Bockleton Parish Hall 7p.m.
13th 	 Dabblers Art   Halloween Sunsets and Silhouettes
13th 	 Kimbolton W.I.
15th 	 Woolpack Craft Fair Leysters Village Hall 11a.m.-3p.m.
18th	 Gardening club Hamnish Village Hall 7.30p.m.
BOCKLETON CRAFT FAIR has been postponed until the Christmas 
Fayre

NOVEMBER
10th 	 Kimbolton W.I.
10th 	 Dabblers Art Fun with Abstract Art
11th 	 Quiz and Supper Leysters and Middleton Village Hall
15th 	 Gardening Club 7.30pm, Hamnish Village Hall

We have about 1000 residents in the Roundabout area, we publish  
bi-monthly, and deliver to every household in Kimbolton, Hamnish, 
Leysters, Middleton-on-the-Hill and Bockleton. Roundabout is also 
available as a download on the Kimbolton with Hamnish Parish website. 
We are dependent on our advertisers and your donations.

You can donate online 
Sort code 53-70-12
Account 74405721
or 
send a cheque to our Treasurer David Davies at Little Britain Cottage 
Kimbolton, made payable to: Kimbolton Parish Magazine
Nat West Bank Hereford.  

Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
editorial team. We are not responsible for goods and services advertised. 
All contributions may be edited at the discretion of the editor.
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George Brothers

FIREWOOD-DRY STORED
SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS

LARGE BUILDERS BAGS
FREE LOCAL DERIVERY

Telephone
07974 530056 | 07805 040607

07794 155701

STITCHES
Wool - Fabric - Haberdashery

 Curtain Making - Blinds - 
Cushions - Clothes Alterations & Repairs

2 High Street, Leominster HR6 8LZ
Opening Hours: Monday to Saturday (9am-5pm)

Tel:01568 610467
liz.watkins4@btinternet.com

Did you know that Kimbolton is home to a 
4-acre open garden, plant sales and garden 

café? Stockton Bury is open from April 
until the end of September. To keep up to 

date with our events visit 
www.stocktonbury.co.uk or follow 
@tamsinwesthorpe on Instagram.



Contributions for the next (December) edition by 11th November please 
edteamkimbolton@gmail.com

(01568) 615249  |  www.leopestcontrol.co.uk

Commercial – Agricultural - Domestic
Celebrating Public Health preservation for thirty years 

1991—2021

perrywood.farm
07796 272007

Perry Wood Farm, 
Kimbolton, Leominster,
Herefordshire HR6 0HJ

Lamb, Hogget & Mutton 
At the farm gate, Ludlow Local Producers’ Market and 

Leominster Farmers’ Market.
Traditional Hereford Beef Boxes to order


