
Roundabout Our Communities 1

RRoundaboutoundabout

Bi-monthly magazine free to residents,  dependent on donations

F
E

B
/M

A
R

 2
4

FUNDRAISING EVENTS

CALLING ALL LANDLORDS

AND MUCH MORE.. .

NEWS FOR GARDENERS

CHURCH SERVICES AND COUNCIL DATES

our communities

Will  and Sharon Mears at Leo Pest Control

Kimbolton, Hamnish, Leysters, Middleton-on-the-Hill,  Bockleton

In this issue. . .
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Happy medal winners at Bockleton’s Christmas skittles evening
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WELCOME 

LOCAL COUPLE CELEBRATE 20 YEARS  
AT THE HELM

A new year and a fresh focus. 

We have lots of news and events for you, a sneak peak at plans for summer and 
some new faces.

So plenty to celebrate, especially for one of our faithful advertisers.

Will and Sharon Mears have been celebrating with colleagues recently after 
twenty years leading the team at Leo Pest Control.  

“There’s more to pest control than you might think!” Will told us.
 
“Things have changed a lot”, and our business is more about the environment 
generally than just pests as you might think of them”.

“These days we are involved in managing the environmental health of large 
commercial farms, factories, council properties and private homes, including the 
odd stately home and this also includes ensuring they comply with all legislation”  

“It’s a highly competitive market and ‘catching rats’ is really not what it’s about 
any more, although we do that too”.

“Our biggest challenge is reducing the environmental impact of chemicals 
and managing the complex amount of new legislation around the business 
environment.”

Will left 6th form college intending to go to Harper Adams for an engineering 
degree, but during a gap year he worked for the five year old Leo Pest Control 
company in Leominster and never looked back.
He worked his way up, buying the company seven years later when the owner 
retired.

“It was a huge leap,” he said. 

“Sharon was working as a legal secretary and so had the skills to deal with new 
legislation and compliance.  We were very young but risked everything to buy it 
and we have enjoyed the last twenty years building it up, we run the company 
together.” 
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COMING UP VERY SOON

Annual Awesome Auction is at the Duke of York in Leysters on 
Thursday  1st February at 7.30 pm. Proceeds in aid of Leysters’ church.

Chris Beardshaw speaking to Hamnish Gardening Club Thursday 15th 
February in Grange Court, Leominster, at 7.30pm. 

Kimbolton WI AGM 8th February in the Village Hall.  7.30pm

Kimbolton with Hamnish Parish Council meeting March 5th 7.30pm
Village Hall

They now have a team of around twenty, including three women technicians, an 
ex-teacher and a retiree and are currently on the look out for an apprentice to 
join them.
 
 “We have an enviable reputation for compliance but we have to work hard at 
managing the regime for each individual business.”  

“Despite the challenges it’s very varied and we have a privileged role, working 
alongside companies and individuals with their essential housekeeping.” 

Will and Sharon were also one of the very first to sponsor Roundabout two years 
ago for which we are grateful.  You can find their details on our back cover.

To view Roundabout online visit kimboltonhamnish.co.uk

Contact us: edteamkimbolton@gmail.com  (contributions)
advertisingkimbolton@gmail.com
sponsorskimbolton@gmail.com

Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
editorial team. We are not responsible for goods and services advertised. 
All contributions may be edited at the discretion of the editor.
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BOCKLETON PARISH HALL CHRISTMAS SKITTLES 
EVENING

JOIN THE FUN AT BOCKLETON PARISH HALL

“We are very lucky in a parish as scattered as Bockleton, to have a Parish 
Hall that can bring the community together. Every time we have an event 
we only wonder why it doesn’t happen more often.
Not everyone wants to sit on a committee, but there must be people out 
there who would be prepared to help on an ad hoc basis.
We have ideas for new events but would welcome more ideas and, better 
still, more hands to implement them.
If you are at all interested or have any thoughts please phone Wendy on 
01568 750414 or Louise on 01568 750041
2024 could be the year that the Hall really comes to life.”

BOCKLETON 100 CLUB – 2023/2024

December 2023 Prize Draw   
Winners were 79 Dorothy Jones, and 91 Elwin Wood.

January 2024 Prize Draw       
Winners were 17 Ingrid Powell, and 22 Lynn Gore.

Congratulations and enjoy your winnings.

Our December skittles evening with supper and special festive raffle was well 
attended and everybody had a great time. 

A big thank you to all those who donated extra, seasonal raffle prizes, in addition 
to those funded by the Hall. Thanks to Carol Wall for the beautiful willow wreaths 
of home-grown willow and to Viv Ray for making the gorgeously decorated 
Christmas cake. Also to Liz and Len Preece for the freshly-cut Christmas tree 
which, along with some of the wreaths and mistletoe, was auctioned by Maurice 
at the end of the raffle. Thankfully it was netted which meant the winner could 
take it home easily (sort of!) that night.

Our first maintenance project of the year is to employ a builder to replace a lot 
of the exterior wood around the hall and the proceeds from the skittles evening 
will be a big help towards the cost. 

A photo of the medal winners is on our inside cover.
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LOOK FORWARD TO SPRING

KIMBOLTON ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
Saturday May 18th 2024

The Annual Plant Sale in aid of Kimbolton Church will once again take 
place at the church on Saturday May 18th.

This is our main fund-raiser for the year. 
We have local customers and folk from further afield who come along 
knowing that there is a good supply of quality plants. 

So when planting seeds and making cuttings please could you remember 
to plant a little extra for this event. 

We are always grateful for your generous support.

Joyce Marston Church Warden

KIMBOLTON COFFEE MORNINGS
Kimbolton Village Hall 10.30 – 12.30

February 14th  Raffle for Yeleni Therapy Centre Hereford for Cancer  
  patients and their families

 March 13th Raffle for Acorns Children’s Hospice    

The next meeting is our AGM to be held on Thursday 
8th February at 7.30pm. This will be preceded by the 
committee meeting.

After a secret ballot members agreed once again to 
hold a birthday meal in March (and this time it will be 
91 years), and will be held at the Fisherman’s Arms 
Docklow. 
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HAMNISH GARDENING CLUB

Chris Beardshaw, our guest speaker for the year, will be visiting us on Thursday 
15th February in Grange Court, Leominster, at 7.30pm. Chris is a celebrated 
garden designer, plantsman and broadcaster, with over 35 years experience in 
horticulture. 

He trained in both Landscape Architecture and Horticulture and has achieved 
award-winning designs at all RHS shows and many international flower and 
garden shows and, in addition, he has won almost 40 industrial awards. 

One such award was for his work at Mount Grace Priory Gardens for which 
Chris redesigned an Arts and Crafts Garden. The 14th-century Carthusian priory, 
with 13 acres of gardens, is set amid scenic woodland in North Yorkshire.  

Tickets are free for HGC members (but non-transferable to non-HGC members); 
non-HGC members: £15. Booking is essential – there will be no tickets on sale 
at the door. For all tickets please email hamnishgardeningclub@yahoo.com  or 
phone Alex on 01568 750016. The doors will be open from 7pm when drinks and 
refreshments will be available. 

N.B. Please note this meeting will be in Grange Court, Leominster, and is on a 
Thursday rather than the usual Tuesday. 

On Tuesday 19th March Rowan Griffiths will conclude his series of talks about 
woodland trees and shrubs with Magnolias. Rowan is currently curating and 
cataloguing the world-renowned collections held at Hergest Croft. 

The meeting will be in Hamnish Village Hall (HR6 0QW), at 7.30pm. Visitors are 
always welcome (admission £5).
Competition: Three stems of Narcissi (daffodils)

Further information from Wendy Pridie (01568 611398) or Alex Millward (01568 
750016).
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH ORGAN FUND

“St. Andrew’s Church, Leysters has a Victorian organ which is in desperate need 
of refurbishment. This will cost £18,000 and needs to be done in one operation, 
taking about two months. 

So far the PCC, with the help of the local community, has raised nearly £8,000 
and the Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust has agreed to give  another 
£5,000 upon the production of receipted bills for the refurbishment work. 

We thus need to raise another £5,000 before the work can start and a generous 
donation of £400 from the Bingo Evening at the Duke of York has got this off to 
a good start. The Awesome Auction at the Duke of York at 7.30pm on Thursday 
1st February will provide a further boost for this most worthwhile fundraising 
venture. 

We are most grateful for all who have contributed (the Duke of York has been 
particularly helpful) and would be grateful for any further contributions (payable 
to PCC Leysters) to get us over the line and allow refurbishment work to start.”

Guy Griffiths
Treasurer,
Leysters PCC

OUR CHURCH WARDENS 

“A big ‘thank you’, for all the hard work and commitment of our church 
wardens.  They perform so many duties, not only at our monthly church 
services, but in the organising of weddings baptisms and funerals. They 
are also responsible for all the wonderful fund-raising and assisting the 
clergy. 

Let us all show our appreciation when we see them next. 

Thank you again”

Liz Brasnett 
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CALLING ALL LANDOWNERS- A TIMELY REMINDER

Trees, hedges and ditches are an important feature of our local 
landscape.  
In the case of ditches, they help prevent flooding. 

However, if not well maintained they can cause problems especially in the 
winter months, with flooding and icy patches on the roads. 

As a general rule, ditches are the responsibility of the adjoining 
landowner. Landowners are reminded of their responsibilities to ensure 
that they are kept clear and run freely.

More details can be found at https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/
downloads/file/16062/guidance-on-landowner-responsibilities-for-
ditches-and-drainage
 
Clare Halls
Parish Clerk
Leysters and Middleton-on-the-Hill
01568 750257

HEREFORDSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST 
LAUNCHES IN OUR AREA

Last week Herefordshire Wildlife Trust held an open meeting at Grange Court of 
explore how local people can make a difference to our wildlife.

A short presentation about the work of the charity, preceded a discussion about 
the way forward for a group in Leominster and the surrounding areas.

If you are interested to hear more contact Tracy Price on 
t.price@herefordshirewt.co.uk 
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ROUNDABOUT VOLUNTEERS’ EVENT

On Saturday 6th April we are inviting all the lovely people who help with 
Roundabout, especially all who deliver door to door each time, to join us for a 
cup of coffee in Kimbolton Village Hall, so that we can put faces to names, thank 
you and tell you all of our plans for the future.

Across our scattered villages we think almost fifty people go out and about 
each time to make sure that local news reaches everyone, but until now the 
information has only been travelling one way!

However, some of you, we understand, have more than your share to do, and 
others have been stoically delivering for a very long time. Of course some of you 
might like to do more!

So, we hope that by hosting occasional meetings we can find out who does what, 
and how we can help make the job easier for you.  We might even encourage some 
more to join us or discover places that are currently missing out on deliveries.

So, if you are currently delivering, if you would 
like to help in future or if you would just like to 
meet the team and share your thoughts on how 
Roundabout might improve, do join us.

The event will be from 10.30 – 12.30 and is free 
of charge.

See you there.

Judie Welsh Editor and Rachel Evason Treasurer 
and Advertising
edteamkimbolton@gmail.com



12 Roundabout Our Communities

AND FINALLY…..

‘Roundabout our Communities’ includes news from and for a group of hamlets 
and villages to the East of the A49.

We have about 1000 residents and we publish bi-monthly, delivering free of 
charge to every household in Kimbolton, Hamnish, Leysters, Middleton-on-the-
Hill and Bockleton… and a few other places too. Currently it costs around £7 a 
year, per household, to produce your magazine.

Copies are also available in local public places and as a download on the home 
page of the Kimbolton with Hamnish Parish website.

www.kimboltonhamnish.co.uk

We are immensely grateful for your news, your comments and your fundraising 
this year, and we look forward to another successful collaboration in 2024.

Both the editorial team and the delivery team are all volunteers, and if you would 
like to join us you would be very welcome.  Just send a message or speak to one 
of the team.

We have some new advertisers this time, thanks to the excellent work of Rachel 
Evason (advertisingkimbolton@gmail.com) and we hope that, in the long term, 
this will make our magazine self-supporting…but we aren’t quite there yet.  

If you would like to contribute to our costs our bank details are: 

Sort code 53-50-41
Account 62513761
If you prefer, cheques should be made out to Roundabout our Communities and 
can be given to any member of the team.

Keep your news coming.

Judie Welsh
edteamkimbolton@gmail.com
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EASTERN PARISHES CHURCH SERVICES
FEBRUARY & MARCH 2024

Sunday 4 February  09:00 Holy Communion St Mary, Middleton-on-the-Hill

Candlemas  09:15 Holy Communion St Peter, Pudleston cum Whyle

   11:15 Holy Communion St Luke, Stoke Prior

Sunday 11 February  09:00 Holy Communion St Andrew, Leysters 

   09:15 Holy Communion  St Leonard, Hatfield

   11:00 Holy Communion  St Dubricius, Hamnish

   11:15 Holy Communion  St Mary, Humber

Wednesday 14 February  10:30 Holy Communion & Ashes The Priory Church, Leominster

Ash Wednesday  15:00 Holy Communion & Ashes  St Peter, Pudleston cum Whyle

   19:30 Holy Communion & Ashes The Priory Church, Leominster

Sunday 18 February  09:00 Holy Communion St Michael, Bockleton

Lent 1    09:15 Holy Communion St John of Jerusalem, Ford

   11:00 Morning Prayer  St Mary, Middleton-on-the-Hill

   11:15 Holy Communion St Peter, Pudleston cum Whyle

Sunday 25 February 09: 00 Holy Communion St James, Kimbolton

Lent 2    09:15 Holy Communion St Mary, Humber

   11:15 Holy Communion St Mary, Hope-under-Dinmore

Sunday 3 March  09:00 Holy Communion St Mary, Middleton-on-the-Hill

Lent 3   09:15 Holy Communion St Peter, Pudleston cum Whyle

   11:15 Holy Communion St Luke, Stoke Prior

Sunday 10 March  09:00 Holy Communion St James, Kimbolton

Mothering Sunday   11:15 Holy Communion  St Mary, Humber
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Sunday 17 March  09:00 Holy Communion St Michael, Bockleton

Lent 5    09:15 Holy Communion St John of Jerusalem, Ford

   11:00 Morning Prayer  St Mary, Middleton-on-the-Hill

   11:15 Holy Communion St Peter, Pudleston cum Whyle

Sunday 24 March  09: 00 Holy Communion St Mary, Middleton-on-the-Hill

Palm Sunday   11:15 Holy Communion  St Mary, Hope-under-Dinmore

Thursday 28 March  19:00 Foot Washing Eucharist St Leonard, Hatfield

Maundy Thursday

 

Friday 29 March  12:00 A focus on the Cross St Bartholomew, Docklow

Good Friday  14:00 A focus on the Cross St Michael, Bockleton

Saturday 30 March  12:00 A service of Reflection St Mary, Middleton-on-the-Hill

Holy Saturday  20:00 Easter Vigil Eucharist The Priory Church Leominster 

Sunday 31 March   09:00 Easter Holy Communion St Dubricius, Hamnish

Easter Sunday  09:15 Easter Holy Communion St Peter, Pudleston cum Whyle

   11:00 Easter Holy Communion St Andrew, Leysters

   11:15 Easter Holy Communion St Mary, Humber

Holy Communion at Hennor House: every Tuesday at 09:30 followed by refreshments

Family, friends, and neighbours welcome at all services

Website https://leominsterpriory.org.uk/eastern-parishes.php

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/EasternParishes
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PARISH DIRECTORY

All telephone numbers are 01568 unless shown otherwise.

Parish Councils
Bockleton Chair: VACANT
   Clerk: Carole Hirst  07903 377066 
Kimbolton Chair: Ed Rollings                           750476
  Clerk:   Annabel Beaumont  kimboltonclerk@gmail.com 
Leysters & Middleton on the Hill: 
  Chair:    Edward Chandler  750433 chandler.leysters@gmail.com
  Clerk:    Clare Halls  750257

Local Councillor (Upton Ward): John Stone    01584 711227                                                                                                                        

Vicar and Churchwardens
Reverend Mark Long Rural Dean and Team Vicar 
Email: teamvicareast@leominsterteam.org.uk  07754 588478
Bockleton Rosemary Adams                              01584 811066          
Hamnish  Des Hall    760665
Kimbolton  Joyce Marston   615988
Leysters   Heather Shield    750040 
Middleton             Robin Moseley                750226
  Gerlinde Atkins-Child  750674 

Village/Parish Hall Bookings
Bockleton Carol Wall    750463
  Email: bockletonparishhall@gmail.com
Hamnish  David Cornwallis   760243
Kimbolton  Denise Burston   611596
Leysters   Linda Jones   750255
  Email: lindmarg18@googlemail.com 

Schools 
St James C of E Primary School Kimbolton   612691
Nursery School     614743    

Clubs & Societies
Kimbolton WI:   Rachel Palmer  Email.kimboltonwi@gmail.com 
Hamnish Gardening Club:        Rowena Gale           615855    
    Wendy Pridie 611398
Kimbolton Air Rifle Club:      Des Hall  760665
Kimbolton Badminton Club:  Liz Davies 615367    
Leysters Reading Group:   Linda Jones         750255
Woolpack Knitters and Dabblers Heather Shield 750040
 
Website information: www.easternparishes.org  
For all Leysters & Middleton village news: www.middletonandleystersgroupparishcouncil.gov.uk
For all Kimbolton and Hamnish village news: www.kimboltonwithhamnish.co.uk
 
Roundabout magazine news: edteamkimbolton@gmail.com
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CALENDAR

FEBRUARY

1 Awesome auction The Duke of York Leysters 7.30pm
8 WI AGM Village Hall, Kimbolton 7.30 (committee beforehand)
14 Coffee Morning Kimbolton Village Hall 10.30-12.30
15 Hamnish Gardening Club, Chris Beardshaw, Grange Court
23 Bingo in Bockleton Parish Hall 7.30

MARCH

5 Kimbolton with Hamnish Parish Council meeting 7.30pm
13 Coffee Morning Kimbolton Village Hall 10.30-12.30
19 Hamnish Gardening Club Hamnish Village Hall 7.30

APRIL

6 Roundabout Volunteers’ coffee morning 
 Kimbolton VH  10.30-12.30

MAY 
8 Annual Plant Sale Kimbolton Church

DATES FOR ALL CHURCH SERVICES APPEAR ON PAGE 13/14
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contact Rachel on
advertisingkimbolton@gmail.com

NEED MORE  
LOCAL WORK

OR
 TO RAISE THE 

PROFILE OF YOUR  
PROJECT?

YOU  
COULD 

ADVERTISE 
HERE!
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Routine & Emergency emptying of  

Domestic & Commercial:- 

• SEPTIC TANKS 
• TREATMENT PLANTS 
• ALL SEWAGE SYSTEMS 
• BLOCKAGE CLEARANCE 
• GREASE TRAPS 

Throughout Herefordshire, Shropshire  & Worcestershire.  

Call us now for your free quote. 

A local independent Funeral Director 
offering a personal 24 hour service

Private Chapel of Rest     Prepaid Funeral Plans

01885 489900
3 New Road, Bromyard HR7 4AH

F U N E R A L  S E R V I C E S
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An Old Drovers’ Inn
Traditional Local Food  •  Real Ale  •  Dog Friendly

Phone to book: 01568 612509

www.thestocktoncross.co.uk

The Stockton Cross 
Kimbolton Herefordshire HR6 0HD

Your one‐stop workshop
for all things Joinery

www.professionaljoinery.com
AM Joinery, Leysters, Herefordshire, HR6 OHP 

01568 750 202

With over 30 years experience in the industry, 
AM Joinery can and will be able to hand craft that 

perfect door, window, furniture, stairs and anything 
else you’re looking to have made out of wood.

Windows	-	Doors	-	Staircases	-	Conservatories
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 Timber harvesting and tree thinning
 Site clearance      Tree maintenance

 Wood chips for gardens, paths, equine arenas and bedding
 Wood chips for commercial and residential biomass boilers
 Kiln dried firewood with ‘Ready to Burn’ accreditation

 Reduced environmental impact      Increased heat output    
 Easier to light the fire      Less smoke      Money saving

 Less deposits of soot on the stove door
 Less ash and less frequent removal

We carry the Woodsure 
‘Ready to Burn’ Accredited  
Firewood May 2021 Under 
The Air Quality (Domestic  

Solid Fuels Standards) 
(England) Regulations 2020.

The ‘Ready to Burn’ mark 
helps consumers to easily  
identify solid fuels that are 

legal to burn at home in  
compliance with the New  

Air Quality regulations.

Chalford Timber/ 3 Counties Woodfuels 

The Broad, Nordan, Leominster  
01568 616980     07399 567235

www.3countieswoodfuels.co.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/p/Chalford-Timber-100063702014882/



22 Roundabout Our Communities

STITCHES
For all your:

• Clothing repairs  
and alterations
• Curtains and  
roman blinds 

• Made to order
• Competitive prices

Telephone: 01568 610467

2 High Street, 
Leominster HR6 SLZ

liz.watkins4@btinternet.com

STITCHES

Leominster and  
surrounding areas

Anything from  
small patching to 

whole houses

Local friendly service

Call John on 07986 672204 or  
email jjtheplasterer@gmail.com

www.jj-plastering.co.uk
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STITCHES
Wool - Fabric - Haberdashery

 Curtain Making - Blinds - 
Cushions - Clothes Alterations & Repairs

2 High Street, Leominster HR6 8LZ
Opening Hours: Monday to Saturday (9am-5pm)

Tel:01568 610467
liz.watkins4@btinternet.com

GEORGE BROTHERS 
REPAIRS AND RESTORATIONS

of vintage agricultural 
and industrial machinery

Rowley Cottage, Hamnish, Leominster HR6 0QN

Telephone: 07974 530056 
 07805 040607 | 07794 155701

Email: gbrestorations@aol.com

GEORGE BROTHERS 
FIREWOOD

Dry stored hardwood logs 
in large builders’ bags

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Telephone: 07974 530056 
 07805 040607 | 07794 155701



Contributions for the next (February) issue by Friday 8th  March please 
edteamkimbolton@gmail.com

perrywood.farm
07796 272007

Perry Wood Farm, 
Kimbolton, Leominster,
Herefordshire HR6 0HJ

Lamb, Hogget & Mutton 
At the farm gate, Ludlow Local Producers’ Market and 

Leominster Farmers’ Market.
Traditional Hereford Beef Boxes to order


