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Bi-monthly magazine free to residents,  dependent on donations
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OUR VILLAGES IN PRIORY ARTS

VOLUNTEER WEEK WHERE YOU ARE

AND MUCH MORE.. .

WE HEAR FROM OUR FARMERS  

EVENTS, CHURCH AND PARISH NEWS

our communities

Hamnish gardening club celebrates 

Kimbolton, Hamnish, Leysters, Middleton-on-the-Hill,  Bockleton

In this issue. . .
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Bill and Nicky Smith and Ed Rollings talk about farming this year page 8
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WELCOME 

This is our summer edition, and already temperatures are soaring. 

Coming up we have a wonderful collection of events; plant fairs, a pet show in 
Hamnish, Stocktonbury gardens in full swing, and a massive effort for the Priory 
Arts’ ‘Threads through Creation’ initiative across our parishes.

It’s also National Volunteers’ week (June 5 – 12) and there are lots of local 
opportunities for you locally. 

Meanwhile we shall be hearing what the last winter’s atrocious weather meant 
for our local farmers and how the summer is shaping up. 

But first, our front cover features Hamnish Gardening Club, one of our biggest 
and longest surviving local groups.  Formed almost 30 years ago, it boasts up 
to 40 members from a wide area.

Each year they present a competition cup and this year’s winner was Alexandra 
Millward from Woonton. She received the cup after a fascinating talk about 
magnolias, given by Rowan Griffiths from Hergest Croft. The group meets once 
a month on the third Tuesday at Hamnish Village Hall unless otherwise stated.

Next meeting will take place on June 18th at 7pm at Penny’s Farm Flowers, 
Upper Grantsfield, HR6 0ET. Members are welcome to bring guests for whom 
there will be a £5 entrance fee as for visitors at a normal meeting. Tea/coffee 
and cakes will be available. We are hoping the weather will be as lovely as it was 
for our evening event last summer.

The gardening club then has a summer break in July and August until the next 
indoor meeting on Sept 17th. 

Contact us: edteamkimbolton@gmail.com  (contributions)
advertisingkimbolton@gmail.com   sponsorskimbolton@gmail.com

Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
editorial team. We are not responsible for goods and services advertised. 
All contributions may be edited at the discretion of the editor.

To view Roundabout online visit kimboltonhamnish.co.uk
or Middleton & Leysters Parish Website
www.middletonandleystersgroupparishcouncil.gov.uk
Input your email address on the website to receive 
news on forthcoming events and local issues
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THREADS THROUGH CREATION

From 5th June to 18th July Leominster Priory and surrounding villages

Rob Walker, stained-glass window expert and Reader at Kimbolton and Hamnish, 
recently gave a talk about the windows at Hamnish Church. He is a key member 
of the ‘Threads through Creation’ team which has designed a wide variety of 
activities, including concerts, talks and themed village walks, and craft sessions 
alongside the exhibition. 

‘Threads through Creation’ involves our whole team of local churches, including 
the Eastern Parishes. There is a ‘Village Creation Trail’, designed by Rob Walker 
encouraging visitors to the main exhibition to explore the treasures and creative 
projects in local churches. A comprehensive leaflet and map is available to 
download from Priory Arts.

St Andrew’s Church Leysters has their own ‘Lovely Leysters’ Exhibition, with a 
display of hand-made decorated kneelers and blankets, knitted in the colours of 
the flag of St Andrew, as well as photos and paintings of lovely Leysters.
Weekend of 22nd- 23rd June
All proceeds to their organ fund.
 
And finally local schools have been preparing artwork to display in the Norman 
Nave of the Priory as part of a community exhibition. They will visit the Priory 
to take part in music, dance and craft workshops as they visit the exhibition. 
Kimbolton School will be walking there, enjoying the natural world on the way. 

For more information visit www.prioryarts.org.uk
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If the stained glass and arts trail isn’t enough to enjoy this summer, Hamnish is 
holding it’s own fun dog show with rosettes and prizes and the chance to have a 
go at agility and scurry. Classes for all pets any variety!

Des Hall, churchwarden of Hamnish church writes:

“I would like to thank Fred and Colin Morris for helping me to keep Hamnish 
Church tidy over the last 25 years I've been churchwarden. 

Due to unforseen happenings Fred Has decided to have a break so on behalf 
of Hamnish community thanks for mowing the grass, re-doing the fences and 
gates and generally keeping everything up to scratch. 

I'm sure everyone will agree they have kept our church in lovely condition”. 
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SPARE A THOUGHT FOR OUR FARMERS

By any yardstick it’s been a wet winter…all eight months of it!  Annoying for 
most but devastating for our neighbours who farm the land…and face the ever 
challenges of keeping food on our tables.  It’s hard work, it’s dangerous and it has 
been pretty disheartening of late.

Bill and Nicky Smith have farmed here all their lives. Bill was born in Middleton-
on-the Hill and went to Kimbolton school.  He followed his father into farming 
and a couple of years ago said in this magazine “ I love it”. We asked them how 
the winter affected their business.

“Wow!
“You could say the weather has been extremely extreme,” they said.

“We are currently delivering last year’s potatoes to the factory. Last year’s growing 
season actually suited the crop and subsequently produced good yields of good 
quality potatoes.  However, once the autumn arrived, along came the rain. This 
meant we were working with very wet soils, which slowed harvesting progress 
to a water snail’s pace. The resulting extra costs in both monetary terms and 
human effort required were enormous.”
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“In addition the cereal crops that we planted became waterlogged and some of 
them struggled to cope. You can see many fields with bare patches in them and 
so we are not expecting a bumper yield from these fields.” 

As we write, the sun has reappeared and we are busy planting this year’s crop of 
potatoes. The conditions are good and we are optimistic that we will have a good 
crop and wishing for an easier harvest with less extreme weather.”

Ed Rollings, who rears sheep and cattle at Perry Wood Farm also has farming 
heritage in these parts and returned to the land after a career in the easy world 
of commerce! 

“Winter has been long and tough. You expect bad weather but when it has been 
as incessant as it has been between October and March it can be demoralising. 
We lamb outside in April, with hope of warmer weather and the grass will be 
growing. As April approached there was no sign of kinder weather. The busy 
first two weeks of lambing were no better. You have to trust your sheep and the 
system but it is mentally wearing. Losses were not too bad but every problem 
felt bigger than it was and trying to catch a ewe whilst not going arse over.... 
well....”

“Those that lamb earlier than I do (usually inside) perhaps had it worse. 
Schmallenberg virus raisied its ugly head again this year and I’ve heard horror 
stories of 30-40% losses in some flocks. It must have been awful knowing each 
time you turned the lights on the shed to check your ewes, you’d be facing that 
each day.”

“Although it’s been hard there 
is little time to dwell on what’s 
passed, as there are seasonal 
jobs to move on to. So you 
play the hand you’ve been 
dealt and hope again that 
better times come.”

Ed also finds time to be 
Chairman of the Kimbolton 
and Hamnish Parish Council 
and to advertise loyally in 
Roundabout.  His details are 
on our back cover.
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NEW LOCAL WILDLIFE GROUP  
OFF TO A GOOD START

As the new branch of the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust was formed to serve 
Leominster, Bromyard and the surrounding villages, they were delighted that 
people from around North Herefordshire packed out the hall recently to hear 
Andrew McRobb of Herefordshire CPRE talk about rivers.  They told us:

“The Wye now has a River Champion, Angela McIntyre (unpaid!) who may be 
able to get the various authorities responsible for the River Wye system to work 
together for improvements in water quality.” 

“Welsh Water will continue to invest in infrastructure to reduce sewage run-off. 
More people are taking part in ‘Citizen Science’ river sampling, which is providing 
data on the watercourses including the River Lugg, although they cannot replace 
the Environmental Agency, which is hampered by lack of funding and only has 
six inspectors in the area.” 

So, if you are inspired by National Volunteering week, maybe you would like to be 
a wildlife champion or a village liaison?
 
HWT needs more members and their meetings are held at Leominster Baptist 
Church.  LeominsterAreaBranch@gmail.com 
 
Next events: June 15th afternoon, an Introduction to nature observation and 
surveying including time for a shared dinner (numbers are limited so booking is 
essential). Further details and booking via our email address. 

A talk on Wildlife Gardening, July 11th will be followed by visits and workshops.

For more information and ways of helping go to  
https://www.herefordshirewt.org/river-take-action.
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BOCKLETON AND HAMPTON CHARLES
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NEW CALENDAR

Raffle information is subject to change



Roundabout Our Communities 11

KIMBOLTON COFFEE MORNINGS 
10.30 -12.00 Village Hall  

June 12th Raffle in aid of Roundabout Community Magazine
July 9th  Raffle in aid of Guide Dogs for the Blind

STOP PRESS -  MIDSUMMER CONCERT LEYSTERS

There will be a Midsummer Melodies concert at St Andrews, Leysters, 
6pm on 13th July. Pay at the door £8 under 16’s fee.

MORE EVENTS

AND FINALLY…..

Thanks to everyone who came to the Roundabout coffee morning in April, to 
those who had ideas and those who volunteered to help.  Rachel Palmer will, 
from June, be co-ordinating delivery so look out for her when new issues are 
imminent and share your feedback.

Our first AGM will be on 11th September at 7pm. in Kimbolton Village Hall.
And on June 12th the Kimbolton coffee morning raffle is in aid of Roundabout so 
if you would like to support us come along.

If you would like to contribute directly to our costs our bank details are: 

Sort code 53-50-41
Account 62513761
If you prefer, cheques should be made out to Roundabout our Communities and 
can be given to any member of the team.

Contact us: edteamkimbolton@gmail.com  (contributions)
advertisingkimbolton@gmail.com
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EASTERN PARISHES CHURCH SERVICES
JUNE & JULY 2024

Sunday 2 June 09:00 Holy Communion St Mary, Middleton-on-the-Hill
  09:15 Holy Communion  St Peter, Pudleston cum Whyle
  11:15 Holy Communion St Luke, Stoke Prior
Sunday 9 June 09:00 Holy Communion  St Dubricius, Hamnish
  09:15 Holy Communion  St Leonard, Hatfield
  11:00 Holy Communion  St Andrew, Leysters
  11:15 Holy Communion St Mary, Humber
Sunday 16 June 09:00 Holy Communion  St Mary, Middleton-on-the-Hill
  11:00 Morning Prayer St Peter, Pudleston cum Whyle
  11:15 Group Holy Communion** St Michael, Bockleton
Sunday 23 June 09:00 Holy Communion  St James, Kimbolton
  09:15 Holy Communion St Mary, Humber
  11:15 Holy Communion St Bartholomew, Docklow
  11:15 Holy Communion St Mary, Hope-under-Dinmore
Saturday 29 June 10:30 Priests Ordination Service
  16:30 Deacons Ordination Service Hereford Cathedral, Hereford
Sunday 30 June 10:00 Team Holy Communion** St James, Kimbolton

Sunday 7 July 09:00 Holy Communion St Mary, Middleton-on-the-Hill
  09:15 Holy Communion* St Peter, Pudleston cum Whyle
  11:15 Holy Communion St Luke, Stoke Prior
Sunday 14 July 09:00 Holy Communion  St Dubricius, Hamnish 
  09:15 Holy Communion  St Leonard, Hatfield
  11:00 Holy Communion  St Andrew, Leysters
  11:15 Holy Communion St Mary, Humber
Sunday 21 July 09:00 Holy Communion  St Michael, Bockleton
  09:15 Holy Communion St John of Jerusalem, Ford
  11:00 Morning Prayer St Mary, Middleton-on-the-Hill
  11:15 Holy Communion St Peter, Pudleston cum Whyle
Sunday 28 July 09: 00 Holy Communion* St James, Kimbolton
  09:15 Holy Communion St Mary, Humber
  11:00 Morning Prayer St Andrew, Leysters
  11:15 Holy Communion St Mary, Hope-under-Dinmore

Holy Communion at Hennor House Chapel
every Tuesday at 09:30 followed by refreshments

Family, friends, and neighbours welcome at all services

* These are Patronal Services
** 16 June – 25th Anniversary Celebration of Ordination to the Priesthood: Rev’d Celia Rees
** 30 June – The Rev’d Fiona Honeysett celebrates her 1st Eucharist after ordination to 
the priesthood supported by the Rev’d William Talbot-Ponsonby after his ordination to the 
diaconate

Website https://leominsterpriory.org.uk/eastern-parishes.php
Facebook https://facebook.com/EasternParishes
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PARISH DIRECTORY

All telephone numbers are 01568 unless shown otherwise.

Parish Councils
Bockleton Chair: VACANT
   Clerk: Carole Hirst  07903 377066 
Kimbolton Chair: Ed Rollings                           750476
  Clerk:   Annabel Beaumont  kimboltonclerk@gmail.com 
Leysters & Middleton on the Hill: 
  Chair:    Edward Chandler  750433 chandler.leysters@gmail.com
  Clerk:    Clare Halls  750257

Local Councillor (Upton Ward): John Stone    01584 711227                                                                                                                        

Vicar and Churchwardens
Reverend Mark Long Rural Dean and Team Vicar 
Email: teamvicareast@leominsterteam.org.uk  07754 588478
Bockleton VACANT
Hamnish  Des Hall    760665
Kimbolton  Joyce Marston   615988
Leysters   Heather Shield    750040 
Middleton             Robin Moseley                750226
  Gerlinde Atkins-Child  750674 

Village/Parish Hall Bookings
Bockleton Carol Wall    750463
  Email: bockletonparishhall@gmail.com
Hamnish  David Cornwallis   760243
Kimbolton  Denise Burston   611596
Leysters   Linda Jones   750255
  Email: lindmarg18@googlemail.com 

Schools 
St James C of E Primary School Kimbolton  612691
Nursery School:     614743
Bredenbury Primary    01885 483253 

Clubs & Societies
Kimbolton WI:   Rachel Palmer  Email.kimboltonwi@gmail.com 
Hamnish Gardening Club:  Wendy Pridie 611398
Kimbolton Air Rifle Club:      Des Hall  760665
Kimbolton Badminton Club:  Liz Davies 615367    
Leysters Reading Group:   Linda Jones         750255
Woolpack Knitters and Dabblers Heather Shield 750040
 
Doctors;
Ryland (Leominster)  614141
Bromyard    01885 483253

Roundabout magazine news:   edteamkimbolton@gmail.com
Roundabout advertising:  advertisingkimbolton@gmail.com
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CALENDAR

JUNE

5-18 ‘Threads through Creation’ Exhibition Leominster Priory/villages
5-12 National volunteers’ week
12 Kimbolton Coffee morning VH raffle for Roundabout 10. 30 - 12
15 Herefordshire Wildlife Trust afternoon Leominster Baptist church
18 Hamnish Gardening Club Garden visit Penny’s farm flowers 7pm 
19 Coffee Morning Bockleton 10am-12
19 Swing from Paris Jazz evening 7.30.pm Bockleton VH
28 Bingo in Bockleton VH. 7.30pm

JULY

6/7 Hamnish pet weekend
9 Kimbolton coffee morning VH 10.30-12(Guide dogs for the blind)
11 Herefordshire Wildlife Trust Wildlife gardening. L.Baptist church
13 Midsummer melodies’ concert, St Andrews Leysters 6pm
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Routine & Emergency emptying of  

Domestic & Commercial:- 

• SEPTIC TANKS 
• TREATMENT PLANTS 
• ALL SEWAGE SYSTEMS 
• BLOCKAGE CLEARANCE 
• GREASE TRAPS 

Throughout Herefordshire, Shropshire  & Worcestershire.  

Call us now for your free quote. 
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Oil boiler, Aga, Rayburn service and repairs

Boiler replacement, plumbing 
and heating maintenance

Comprehensive stock of replacement boiler parts  
All makes serviced

Your local service, breakdown engineer 
Based in Kimbolton, Leominster

OFTEC registered technician

07711 899062 • 01568 611132

Bill Moss
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 Timber harvesting and tree thinning
 Site clearance      Tree maintenance

 Wood chips for gardens, paths, equine arenas and bedding
 Wood chips for commercial and residential biomass boilers
 Kiln dried firewood with ‘Ready to Burn’ accreditation

 Reduced environmental impact      Increased heat output    
 Easier to light the fire      Less smoke      Money saving

 Less deposits of soot on the stove door
 Less ash and less frequent removal

We carry the Woodsure 
‘Ready to Burn’ Accredited  
Firewood May 2021 Under 
The Air Quality (Domestic  

Solid Fuels Standards) 
(England) Regulations 2020.

The ‘Ready to Burn’ mark 
helps consumers to easily  
identify solid fuels that are 

legal to burn at home in  
compliance with the New  

Air Quality regulations.

Chalford Timber/ 3 Counties Woodfuels 

The Broad, Nordan, Leominster  
01568 616980     07399 567235

www.3countieswoodfuels.co.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/p/Chalford-Timber-100063702014882/
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STITCHES
For all your:

• Clothing repairs  
and alterations
• Curtains and  
roman blinds 

• Made to order
• Competitive prices

Telephone: 01568 610467

2 High Street, 
Leominster HR6 SLZ

liz.watkins4@btinternet.com

STITCHES

Leominster and  
surrounding areas

Anything from  
small patching to 

whole houses

Local friendly service

Call John on 07986 672204 or  
email jjtheplasterer@gmail.com

www.jj-plastering.co.uk
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STITCHES
Wool - Fabric - Haberdashery

 Curtain Making - Blinds - 
Cushions - Clothes Alterations & Repairs

2 High Street, Leominster HR6 8LZ
Opening Hours: Monday to Saturday (9am-5pm)

Tel:01568 610467
liz.watkins4@btinternet.com

GEORGE BROTHERS 
REPAIRS AND RESTORATIONS

of vintage agricultural 
and industrial machinery

Rowley Cottage, Hamnish, Leominster HR6 0QN

Telephone: 07974 530056 
 07805 040607 | 07794 155701

Email: gbrestorations@aol.com

GEORGE BROTHERS 
FIREWOOD

Dry stored hardwood logs 
in large builders’ bags

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Telephone: 07974 530056 
 07805 040607 | 07794 155701



Contributions for the next (August) issue by Friday 12th July please 
edteamkimbolton@gmail.com

perrywood.farm
07796 272007

Perry Wood Farm, 
Kimbolton, Leominster,
Herefordshire HR6 0HJ

Lamb, Hogget & Mutton 
At the farm gate, Ludlow Local Producers’ Market and 

Leominster Farmers’ Market.
Traditional Hereford Beef Boxes to order


